
5 Places You Didn't Know
to Check for Mold in the Office

First things first, mold is all around us—and most of it is not visible to the naked eye. 

Mold spreads by creating reproductive cells called spores and sending them into the 
environment.  Because mold is so common in our environment, the potential threat to 

our health comes into play when large quantities of mold exist.

While there are thousands of mold species, the kind you will typically find in your office 
needs excess moisture to grow. Commonly known places where large amounts of mold 

can grow include vents, HVAC units, ductwork, wall boards and ice machines.

Here are Several Overlooked Areas Where Mold Can Grow

Cavity Walls

One of the most overlooked areas in which mold can 

grow is in the open interior spaces of cavity walls. 

Cavity walls have a hollow center and can be described 

as two "skins" separated by a hollow space. This hollow 

space is ideal for moisture. It condenses upon the 

interior surfaces of the wall, where mold can grow 

undetected for years.

Carpet

Carpet is a magnet for dirt, dust—and spills. While 

regular vacuuming keeps your office carpet clean on 

the surface, when there is a spill or leak, moisture 

nestles into the carpet fibers, the pad and sometimes, 

whatever is underneath it, giving birth to mold.

Ceiling Tiles

Many people don’t realize that ceiling tiles are porous 

and can absorb moisture. Those located around a ceiling 

HVAC system vent can be especially problematic. Here, 

the tiles withstand the highest humidity levels in the 

space and accumulate far more moisture, which is a 

prime breeding ground for mold.



If you notice a new “mystery” mold spot, there is probably a new moisture 
problem as well. Remember, mold needs moisture to grow and that’s 

oftentimes an indicator of another problem.

Mold Remediation Tips

Need More Mold Support?

Email info@ncricat.com 

Restrooms

One of the most overlooked areas in which mold 

can grow is in the open interior spaces of cavity 

walls. Cavity walls have a hollow center and can be 

described as two "skins" separated by a hollow 

space. This hollow space is ideal for moisture. It 

condenses upon the interior surfaces of the wall, 

where mold can grow undetected for years.

Paper

Carpet is a magnet for dirt, dust—and spills. While 

regular vacuuming keeps your office carpet clean on 

the surface, when there is a spill or leak, moisture 

nestles into the carpet fibers, the pad and sometimes, 

whatever is underneath it, giving birth to mold.

When does mold start to grow?

Typically as early as 24 to 48 hours after the 
surface has been dampened.

What are the visual signs of mold?

Fuzzy, raised texture with dark colors such as 
green, red or black; can look like dirt.

What should I do if I discover mold?

Wear protective gear like masks and gloves to 
remove mold. Be sure to mist the area with clean 
water before misting it with detergent. Use clean 

sponges and change them frequently. Let the 
area dry 48 hours+ with circulating air if you can.

What are the visual signs of mold?

Take advantage of proper ventilation and
dehumidifiers. Make sure surfaces are frequently 
cleaned. Pay extra attention to areas with excess 

water like bathrooms and surfaces/materials 
near vents and HVAC units.

The NCRI experts are here to help. Let us take a look 

and give you a quote on mold remediation or removal.

Olathe (913) 663-4111 

Wichita (316) 636-5700

CALL 


